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for a largish party, and the Marchioness, as she told me,
was somewhat perturbed, as was my Chatelaine, at having
suddenly to provision several unexpected guests, His Royal
Highness, however, with the ready tact for which he is so
noted, both as Prince and Monarch, suspecting a difficulty,
asked to be allowed to see the great Belisarius picture and
other beauties for which dear Raynham was celebrated.
And whilst Lady Audrey took the party round the Hall
her mother busied herself with arrangements for some lunch,
laying the neighbouring rectory under contribution. When
this had been done she joined the party, rather lighter-
hearted than before. Upon which the Prince, guessing from
her expression that matters had arranged themselves, after
thanking his hostess for the opportunity of inspecting all the
beauties of Raynham, added, " He was going to ask for a
little luncheon, if this was not inconvenient" And a most
pleasant luncheon - party was the result, and an excellent
example was set to me, of which I was not slow to avail
myself, and which saved us that afternoon from what might
have been a difficult situation at that old Hapsburg Castle
on the Aar.

It is not proposed to attempt any detail of one's home life
after our return from India, of our visits and the like, of
which a sketch has been given in an earlier chapter. Many
of these events are too recent, and might appear crude in
colour if filled in now. In my time I saw both the Jubilees
of our great Queen. And I was one of the sorrowful of her
subjects who attended the Funeral, and I had also the honour
of riding as Aide-de-Camp and attending the Coronation of
His Majesty King Edward VII. in the Abbey, in which latter
honour my wife also shared.

On the occasion of the first Jubilee I was not then an
Aide-de-Camp, but being at home from India on leave, I
obtained seats for my wife and myself in the gallery of the
AJ>bey, in the block allotted to the India Office, and I h^cJ
an excellent view of the ceremony. We were at the time